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la FIto French pries .ts who were among the hostages seised by the Viet Mob In 
December 1:946 worn re leased in mid-December 1949 at a point appamlmt sly 
150 lc0.cmetei's firm Hanoi* Shortly after they wore originally captured 
th© priests became separated from the several hundred other French civilian 
prisoners captured by the Ho CM Mlnh forces and did not subsequently see 
«'W those prisoners again* The priests were moved from place to place 
over a ttaea-year period of captivity. For the most part they did not 
rocognlae their surroundings. They were never without a guard and had 
relatively little freedom of movement. They sub&isted almost entirely on 
**• 0 ®# although they were occasionally able to augment their diet with fish. 
They wore not treated badly by their captors but general living conditions 
in th© areas where they were held were very poor. On© of the priests died 
of malaria-.. Mesial© among the Ho Chi Minh supporters was very Mgh* 

2, The priests do not know the reasons behind thoir release. An uMdantified 
Ho CM. M5jih Government official visited their encampment in November and^ 
after die hissing their general situation and condition^ suggested that they 
write President Ho and ask to ba returned to Hanoi, They wrote the letter 
and ton day -3 later they wore given new vestments* Shortly thereafter they 
«w blindfolded and after a fairly short journey were released near a 
French post in the vicinity of Tuyon Quang, 
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